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Perfect understanding of Allah 
depends on the Quran 

by HAZRAT MrRZA GHULAM AHMAD 
Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam 



Some Brahmo Samajists object that 
if perfect understanding depends upon 
the Quran, then why did God not pub- 
lish it in ail countries and in all places 
of population, ancient and modern, and 
why did He deprive millions of His 
creatures of His perfect understanding 
andof true doctrine? 

The reply is that this objection derives 
from shqrt-sightedness....lf the light of 
the sun does not reach certain dark 
places or if some people shut their eyes 
like an owl on beholding the sun, would 
this mean that the sun has not been 
created by God ? If the rain does 'not 
fall on some dry land or a saline area 
does not get the benefit of it, then would 
it follow that rain is the work of man ?.;. 



One should ponder over the first verse, 
namely : "I am Allah, the All-Knowing. 
This is the Perfect Book. There is no 
doubt in it, It is guidance for the righte- 
ous." It will be observed how nicely and 
beautifully and succinctly God Almighty 
has furnished the answer to the objec- 
tion raised. First reference is made to 
the Author of the Holy Quran and His 
Grandeur and Majesty are indicated. It 
is said :1am Allah, the^ All-Knowing ; 
that is to say, I, Who Am All-Know- 
ing and All- Wise, Whose knowledge is 
not matched by the knowledge ot any- 
one else, am revealing this Book. Then 
the greatness of the Holy Quran is re- 
ferred to and it is said: This is the 
Perfect Book: that is to say, this is a. 
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grand and high graded Book which de- 
rives from Divine knowledge. It is 
established with regard to it that its 
source and spring is the Eternal Being 
of the All-Wise. By referring to it as 
The Book, God Almighty has indicated 
that this Book derives from the know- 
ledge of that Being with high attributes, 
Who is Matchless and Peerless and 
Whose perfect knowledge and minute 
mysteries are very far from the limits 
of human sight. 

Then it is said that the body of the 
Quran is so well-reasoned that there is 
no room left in it for any kind of doubt, 
meaning that like other books it is not 
a mere tale or story, but is compre- 
hensive of conclusive arguments and 
reasoning, and sets forth clear proofs 
of its objects and purposes, and is in 
itself a miracle which operates like a 
sharp sword for the removal of doubts 
and suspicions, and does not leave the 
matter of the recognition of God at 
the conjectural stage of He should be, 
but carries the matter to the certainty 
of, He is. 

Despite the grandeur of these pur- 
poses which are greatly concerned with 
effect and reform, it proceeds to define 
the fourth purpose which is its ultimate 
object, which is the provision of guid- 
ance for the righteous. It announces 
that this Book has been revealed for 
the guidance of those who, on account 
of their pure interiors, aud sane reason, 
and -firm intelligence, and eagerness 
for search of truth, and right motives, 
would, in the end, arrive at a high 
degree of faith and recognition of God 
and perfect righteousness. In other 



words, those about whom God knows 
that their nature is suited to this guid- 
ance and they can make progress *in 
true insights, will in the end be guided 
by this Book ; and this Book would 
reach them and God would enable 
them to follow the right path before 
their death. Thus God Almighty has 
clearly stated that those who in the 
knowledge of God are worthy of being 
guided and possess the quality of right- 
eousness by their, nature will surely be 
guided through the Holy Quran. The 
succeeding verses set forth the details 
and pronounce that those who in the 
knowledge of God are likely to believe 
will all gradually believe, and only those 
will be left outside concerning whom 
God knows that they will not embrace 
Islam and, whether they are warned or 
not, they will not believe, or will not 
arrive at the perfect stage of righteous- 
ness and understanding. Thus in tnese 
verses God Almighty has made it clear 
that only those can derive benefit from 
the guidance of the Quran who are 
righteous and whose true nature is not 
overcome by any darkness of their ego. 
If it is asked what about the salvation of 
those who have had no access 1 to a reveal- 
ed Book, the answer is that if they are 
wholly wild and are deprived of human 
intelligence, they will not be called to 
account in any way. They are in the cate- 
gory of the insane. But those who pos- 
sess some degree of intelligence, will be 
called to account according to the degree 
of their intelligence (Braheen Ahmadiy- 
yah, pp. 188-193, footnote 11). ■ 
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STANDING MIRACLE AND CHALLENGE OF THE HOLY QURAN 



The materialist denies and denounces 
spiritual truths. His pet argument is that 
the doctrines and principles preached by 
faith are no more than imaginary myths, 
possessing no rational evidence, such as 
the existence of a Divine Being — the 
transcendental source of all creative 
power — possession by man of a soul 
which survives after his death and the 
Reckoning when man would be calied 
to account for his actions; The blind 
materialist also refuses to accept any- 
thing good or evil of human deeds. Ac- 
cording to him, these moral and ethical 
standards are merely changing conven- 
tional hypotheses, varying with the 
various social structures. 

It is true that the teachings of the Quran 
uphold these principles and doctrines 
as narrated above. Being a perfect and 
pure Divine revelation, the Holy Quran 
has effectively dealt with all such ques- 
tions and puerile arguments. Here we 
would like to comment upon a few of 
the Quranic verses. It states : 

"Most of them follow naught but con- 
jectures. Surely conjectures will not avail 
aught against the Truth. Truly Allah is 
Knower of what they do. And this Quran 
is not such as could be forged by those 
besides Allah, but it is a verification of 
that which is before it and a clear ex- 
planation of the Book. There is no doubt 



that it is from the Lord of the worlds. 
Or say they ; He has forged it ? Say, 
then bring a chapter like it, and invite 
whom you can besides Allah, if you be 
truthful. Nay, they reject that whose 
knowledge they cannot comprehend and 
whose final sequel has not yet come to 
them. Even thus did those before them 
reject. Then, how tragic was the end of 
the wrong-doers? And of them is he who 
believes in it, and of them is he who be- 
lieves notin it. And Thy Lord best knows' 
the mischief-makers." (10 : 36-40) 

In the above verses the allegation that 
the Holy Quran is a fo-rgery or a conjec- 
tural teaching has been met with a 
counter-challenge i.e. , the allegations 
against the Holy Book and its teach- 
ings, is itself a conjecture' against the 
Truth. How then are we to come to a 
correct conclusion ? Are, the Quranic 
teachings about spiritual verities to be re- 
garded as Truths and the allegation against 
it as conjectures or the vice versa ? 

The Holy Quran in the above men- 
tioned verses has advanced two un- 
shakable evidences for a right judgment. 
The one is the historicalevidence of the 
whole of humanity and the second is a 
standing challenge for the deniers of 
spiritual truths. The principles and doc- 
trines of religion are truths not only 
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preached by the Holy Quran but they 
arc truthful verities which have ever 
been revealed to humanity before. The 
Quran has also confirmed them. If the 
spiritual verities are universal truths, hav- 
ing been Divinely revealed to all the pre- 
vious nations, are these to be considered 
as conjectures as the materialist alleges 
them to be or are these allegations them- 
selves to be regarded as puerile falsehoods? 
If the deniers still allege the Quranic veri- 
ties to be forgeries, they have been openly 
and boldly challenged to produce a chap- 
ter like it. At anothet place this Qura- 
nic challenge to the deniers has been 
thrown in the following words : 

"If you are (still) in doubt about 
what We have revealed to our servant, 
then produce one chapter like it, inviting 
all your supporters (for your aid) besides 
Allah, if ye be truthful. But if you do it* 
not and you shall never be able to achieve 
it, then be on guard against the fire, the 
fuel of which are men and stones and 
which has been prepared for the unbe- 
lievers'*. (2 : 23-24) And again: 

"Say : If men and jinn should com- 
bine together to bring the like of this 
Quran, they could not bring the like of 
it, though some of them were aiders of 

others." (17 : 88-89) 
"Or say they : He has forged it. Say : 

Then bring ten forged chapters like it, 
and call upon whom you can besides 
Allah, if you are truthful." (11 : 13) 



The Quranic challenge to its oppo- 
nents and deniers has been an open and 
a bold challenge for all the times for 
the past fourteen hundred years. 
No one has ever had the courage to 
accept it. Had the Quranic teachings 
been a human forgery, then certainly 
the combined attempt of its opponents 
would have been able to produce a 
better or at least a teaching akin to 
one of its chapters. The Holy Prophet 
of Islam, may peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him, was an un-lettered 
person, living in an age of ignorance 
and superstition. He was alone) unaided 
and un-accompanied by any learned 
companions. 

What he could produce single-handed; 
in the abqve conditions, could certainly 
be achieved in a better way by the com- 
bined efforts of: world scholars' and 
philosophers, to meet the. challenge 
thrown in their face. The undeniable 
fact yet remains to proclaim the truth- 
fulness of the Quranic teachings that 
no effort has ever been made to meet 
its bold Divine challenge. Do its oppo- 
nents, even now, have the courage , to 
stand up to prove the falsity of its 
challenge ! As Bosworth Smith has so 
rightly said ,:• "The Quran is the 
one miracle claimed by Muhammad 
and a standing miracle the Holy Quran 
is," And we add, the Holy Quran has 
(Coutinued on page 24) 
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Jesus in the Scriptures as seen by 

Muslims*- 1 

SHAIKH ZAKARIYA [DREES OSENI, NIGERIA 
(Reproduced from the Muslim World League Journal, Makka, October, 1981) 



The belief in the Revealed Books of 
God and the Prophets (including Apos- 
tles or Messengers) sent by God to the 
various communities of the world are 
two of the articles of faith in \Islam as 
the following Qur'anic verse clearly 

shows : 

•For We certainly sent amongst every 
people an Apostle (with the Command), 
♦Serve God and eschew evil*. Of the 
people were some whom God guided 
aright, and some on whom error became 
inevitably established. So. travel through 
the earth, and see what was the end of 
those who denied (the truth). 1 

In fact, to disbelieve in any revealed 
book or an apostle of God is a serious 
offence in Islam and is tantamount to un- 
belief. This is clearly attested in the 
Holy Book thus : 

"Those who disbelieve in God and 
His Apostles and (those who) wish to 
separate God from His Apostles, saying, 
'We believe in some but reject others' : 
and (those who) wish to take a course 
midway, they are in truth equally un- 
believers ; and We have prepared for un- 
believers a humiliating punishment. To 
those who believe in God and His Apos- 
tles and make no discrimination between 



any of the Apostles, we shall soon give 
their (due) rewards, for God is oft- 
forgiving, Most merciful." 2 

The first question that automatically 
comes to one's mind is : Which divine 
book should a Muslim believe; in ? 
According to many Islamic authorities 
the most important ones are four, 3 the 
Tawrah of Musa, the Zabur of Dawud, 
the Injil of Isa, and the Glorious 
Qur'an. 

Purity and Authenticity 

Some Muslims often translate the first 
three books as the Old Testament of 
Moses, the Psalms of David, and the 
New Testament of Jesus. Such a transla- 
tion is not only too simplistic but also 
misleading. The Old Testament of the 
Bible is not as a whole one compact book 
revealed to Prophet Moses. Out of the 
39 books in the Old Testament, only 
the first five which are known as the 
books of law, i.e. "The Pentateuch" 
and are generally credited to Moses. 4 

*By the word "scriptures" in this title, 
we mean the Holy Qur'an and the Holy 
Bible. Bearing in mind the import of 
this title, our submissions are going to 
centre on these two scriptures. 



THE LIGHT 



May 8, 1982 



The Zabur of Dawud can correctly 
be translated as the "Psalms of David" 
but this whole idea should not be swal- 
lowed hook, line and sinker. ^Vfter all, 
in the appendix of the Bible referred 
to in the preceding footnote, the learned 
Christian scholar gives the author of 
the Psalms as "principally David, 
though there are other writers." 5 This 
statement is very significant to us Mus- 
lims, who read the Holy Bible; we 
should be very cautious because what 
we are reading is not exactly the same 
as what God originally revealed to the 
Prophets of yore. 

Another point which need be clarified 
here is that the Zabur (Psalms of David) 
referred to in the Qur'an is not the 
same as one Arabic pamphlet entitled 
Ah Mawaizul Balighah which is popularly 
known among our local Muslim clergy 
(Mallams) as Zabur a. That pamphlet is 
a collection of Biblical and Qur'anic 
verses. It is not the real Zabur which 
the Qur'an talks about. 

The last, but not the least, is the 
Injil of Isa (i.e. the Gospel of J;sus). 
Here we are confronted with another 
problem. Does this refer to the whole of 
the New Testament or the specific utter- 
ances of Jesus which were divinely in- 
spired. Our humble submission here is 
that it cannot be the former because 
of the numerous authors who put to- 



gether what we have today as the 
New Testament. These authors are not 
less than nine in number. 6 

What is alluded to as the Gospel of 
Jesus — from the Islamic perspective — 
is the message which he brought from 
God. Perhaps it will never again be 
possible to get the pristine message 
intact as in the case of the Glorious 
Qur'an which is God's direct word 
brought to the world by the tfoble 
Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). What is left 
of the message of Jesus to the children 
of Israel is what others have written. 
about him (whether rightly or wrongly) 
in the New Testament. A curious 
thing about this issue is that, unlike 
the Noble Prophet Muhammad (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him), 
Jesus was literate, i.e. he could read 
and write. 8 Yet his message was not 
recorded intact for the Israelites for 
whom the message was. meant. 9 As we 
all know, this is not the case with the 
Glorious Qur'an. 

This' is why the New Testament can- 
not be regarded by Muslims as a scripture 
equal to the Qur'an in terms of origin and 
collection. Now on a general note the three 
famous divine books treated above can- 
not be compared with the Glorious Qur'an 
in terms of source, purity of text, con- 
tent, applicability, impact, inimitability, 
(Continued on p. 19) 



May 8, 1982 



THE LIGHT 



DREAD THE HOUR 



PROF. MIRZA HABIB-UR-RAHMAN, M.A. 



Our weal and woe 

God has indicated ways for the weal, 
welfare and salvation of mankind. He 
has explained His messages with such 
vivacity and clarity that only the mis- 
creants and the depraved, who filter for 
wickedness than blessedness, would dare 
to disobey fnem, and deliberately violate 
Divine commands. Heaven be praised ! 
May He in His mercy save us from 
covetousness and all deadly sins ! We, 
who are capable of neglecting His pre- 
cepts, are intent to let things drift from 
the blackest to the basest channels, in 
our lives. We have to die and appear 
before God, but we hesitate to reform 
ourselves, in requital of our shameful 
deeds. We often forget that sin is the 
dare of God's justice. In our stupefac- 
tion we omit to think of the Day of 
Reckoning. Our Providence warns us 
thus ; 
"O men seek protection with your 
Lord, and dread the Day when the 
father will not be of any avail to his 
son. Surely the promise of Allah is 
true, so let not the world's life 
deceive you, nor let the arch-deceiver 
deceive you about Allah". (31 : 33) 
The world misleads us 
How ungrateful and callous we are 1 



We shirk the responsibility of finding 
good protection with God, and have 
completely forgotten the horrorsof the 
Day of Resurrection. God has revealed 
to us the depths and shallows of the 
intrigues of this world. This world is 
the scene of riotous sports, which draw 
the veil of gaiety over our black thoughts 
and allures us to revel in all sorts of 
fiendish pleasures and animal passions. 
Thus we deviate far far away from tiie 
path of reformative and angelic quali- 
ties, tending to make us noble, lofty, 
magnanimous, "'righteous and high-mind- 
ed. 
Occasion of consternation 

In respect of the Dreadful Hour 
when bugle will resound, God says : 

"When the earth is shaken with her 

violent shaking, and the earth brings 

forth her burdens". (99 : 2) 

Again He says : 

"The great calamity! What is the 
great calamity ? And what will make 
thee know how terrible is the calamity ? 
The day wherein men will be as scat- 
tered moths, and the mountains will 
be like carded wool". (101 ; 1-5) 

All mankind on that Dreadful Hour 
will be in a state of awful trepidation 



8 



THE LIGHT 



May, 8 1982 



and perturbation except His true and 
"pious momineen, who will be at ease 1 
and in dignified equanimity. Those 
whoseseales of virtuous deeds will be 
heavy, will be in a blissful state. 
Those whose scales of deeds will be light 
will be dragged into the blazing fire of 
Hell. No father — even prophet — how- 
ever much commendable for his reli- 
gious bearing and godliness during his 
life, will have the courage to intercede 
on the Day of Reckoning. 
Frustrations and doubts 

The world, with all its luxuries, 
glitter and spell, cast glamour over the 
eyes of men. So does the devil make 
mortals gloat on their wealth and lust 
with more delight than on prayers and 
'godliness.' With a greedy and covetous 
heart, the ill-bred manstoops low to brilery 
and sycophancy. Consequently the world 
and the arch-agitator hoodwinks man and 
flings him away from his Providence, 
the Lord of Creation, Man, therefore, 
is tossed with doubts about Allah. 
Thus access to the significance of 
the Holy Quran, is either involved 
in obscurity or rendered beyond his 
comprehension. The ready dupe's hopes 
and aspirations are finally doomed t-> 
frustration and despair. 
Mystery of the unseen 

The Quran-says : 

*«Verily, with Allah alone is the know- , 

ledge of the Hour. He sends down the 



rain, and He knows rwhat is in the 
wombs. And no one knows what 
he will earn tomorrow. And no one 

knows in what land he will die. Surely 

Allah is All-knowing, All-aware", 

(31:34) 

Men are unfortunately engaged in fro- 
licsome transactions and infernal gamb- 
les. The flocking shadows of the uncon- 
scionable demon have perfectly obscured 
our vision, our hearts, our minds and 
our souls. When the sun shines, pitch 
darkness is dispelled with its deceitful 
shadows. With the Divine light of the 
Holy Quran truth must at last prevail 
over falsehood, perfidy and infamy. 
God has declared very vividly His Om- 
niscience in the verses quoted above, 
and we must believe this undeniable 
fact. Providence knows the precise 
moment when He will command the 
angel to blow the bugle, at the approach 
of the Doomsday, 

Allah ordains the showers of rain 
to fall. These showers have two-fold 
purpose behind them. One type of rain 
is a source of bestowing beauty, charm 
and perfection to this garden of the 
earth. The earth, bare and bleak, smiles 
with green crops, flowers, fruits and 
sweet verdure. Cool, odoriferous and 
spirit-soothing breezes blow and impart 
strength, revive hope and afford delight 
in the heart. There is the second^type 
of rain, which falls as a thunder- 
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storm, accompanied by the terrific roar 
and destructive flashes of lightning, 
causing terrifying reverberations and 
almost a deluge of sonorous hail. 
Such a heavy rain brings disaster, 
floods, loss of life and property and 
complete destruction of crops. Blessed 
,rain represents momin's life, and promises 
handsome rewards for his piety, righteo- 
usness and godliness. Harmful rain serves 
as punishment for the wicked and de- 
vilish persons, for the votary of un- 
chaste pleasures, and for the abject 
lords whose nefarious . designs ..cause 
despairing grief. Almighty God Knows 
the exact hour when to bless His true 
devotees and when to chastise His 
odious creatures. Moreover, just as 
showers of rain fertilize the soil which 
was barren and desolate before, 
in the same way man after his death 
will be renewed to life. It is very easy 
for God, for He will merely say, "Be, 
and it is". 

The All knowing God creates shapes 
in the wombs of mothers and develops 
or mars them according to His will. 
Some are born idiots or abnormal 
kinds of babies ; some are born wise 
and intellectually far superior in degree; 
some are created as normal lads. 
Divine Providence knows unmistakably 
well what sort of man will be born from 
the womb. He is the Sustainer, the 
Nourisher and prpvides sustenance to 



all his creatures. What kind of liveli- 
hood is in store for him, is kept in the 
dark from man. Man, no doubt is the 
architect of fate, but all his towering 
plans, all his vested ambitions, are not 
under his control. Some Supreme Power 
regulates the mechanism and the move- 
ments of the whole universe. 
Divine help 

The judicious resolves, the sound 
judgment, well thought-out projects, are 
scattered like chaff before the wind, if 
they are not aided by God's will ^and 
consent. Let us be ,u.p and be doing be- 
fore we die. No one shall lay finger on 
us, if we resign ourselves to His;Will, 
surrender before God, bring ourselves 
under His refuge, and obey all His man- 
dates with the slavish constancy of mind. 
Hark, if we do not budge, our consci- 
ences will never be eased of the perilous 
load that weighs on us. God has very 
explicilty given warning of punishment 
for disbelieving 'The Dreadful Hour' : 
"And if We had pleased, We could 
have given every soul its guidance, 
but the word from Me was just ; I 
will certainly fill Hell with the jinn 
and men together. So taste, be- 
cause you forgot the meeting of this 
Day of yours ; Surely We forsake you; 
and taste the abiding chastisement for 
what you did". (32 : 13, 14) 
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Let us go down on our kaees before 
the Omniscient God and weep secretly 
for the forgiveness of our sins. He is 
Most Merciful, Ail-Powerful, and Arbiter 
of our fate. We should fully confide in 
Allah in all earnestness and zeal. 



BOOKS ON ISLAM 
Muhammad in World Scriptures 

by Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi, Scho- 
lar of Sanskrit and Hebrew, 3 Volumes. 
(Second and enlarged edition) 

Pp. (each) 519, $ 3.00 

Islam is Modern 

by Maulana Sadr-ud-Din 

Pp. 82 % 0.20 

The New World Order 

by Maulana Muhammad All 

"The author well-known in the East 
and West as an erudite thinker, prolific 
writer and an ardent missionary of 
Islam, makes a thorough analysis of the 
complicated problems of the world, aris- 
ing out of the materialistic philosophy 
and civilisation of the West and boldly 
prescribes for the ills of the suffering 
humanity. The author examines in the 
light of the Qur'anic injunctions, the 
various solutions offered by Islam to the 
numerous problems of the modern 
world". — The Dawn, Karachi. 

Pp. 170,$ 1.00 

DARUL KUTUB ISLAMIA 
15 Brandreth Road, Lahore -Pakistan 



WE BELIEVE 

(1) After the Holy Prophet (peace be 
upon him) Allah has completely barred 
the appearance of a prophet, old or new. 

(2) After the Holy Prophet, Gabriel can 
never descend and bring Prophetic Reve- 
lation (Wahy Nubuwwah) to any person. 

(3) If Gabriel were to descend with one 
word of Prophetic Revelation (Wahy Nubu- 
wwah) on any person, it would contradict 
the two complementary verses : 

"This day have I perfected your Religion 
for you" (5 : 5) ; "He is the Messenger of 
Allah and the Last of the prophets." 

(4) The Holy Prophet also said : "I am 
Muhammad and I am Ahmad and I am 
al-'Aqib (the one who comes last) after 
whom there can be no prophet". (Al- 
Bukhari : Kitab al-Manaqib). 

(5) In the light of the above Islamic fun- 
damentals, the Holy Founder of the Ah- 
madiyya Movement never claimed to be a 
Nabi, but the God-Ordained Mujaddid 
("The Promised Messiah") of the 14th 
Islamic Century, having been expressly 
raised to re-establish the predominance of 
Islam in the world. 

(6) He named his followers 'Ahmadi' 
after the Holy Prophet's Jamali (beatific) 
name 'Ahmad'. 

(7) He proclaimed that no verse of the 
Holy Qur'an has been abrogated nor 
shall ever be abrogated. 

(8) All the Companions of the Holy Pro- 
phet and the Imams are venerable. 

(9) It is spiritually conducive to our 
Faith to accept the revivalist Islamic mis- 
sions of all Mujaddids (Renovators). 

(10) Any one who declares his faith in 
,the Kalimah (Muslim formula of faith — 
la ilaha ilallahu Muhammadur Rasulul- 
lah — is a Muslim. 
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Dedicated to my teacher the late Maulana Sadr-ud-Din 

THE MYTH OF SALVATION 



by ARFAQUE MALIK, LONDON 



Salvation is basically a Christian con- 
cept. What does it mean? Webster de- 
fines "Salvation" as : 1. "The saving of 
man from the spiritual consequences of 
sin; especially deliverance from sin 
and eternal damnation." 2. Preser- 
vation from destruction, failure or 
other evils. Christian scholars tell 
us : "It has occupied the mind of 
God from the very beginning, and in 
order to bring it into being God appear- 
ed in the flesh. ..Salvation involves being 
self-free from slavery to sin and conse- 
quently, deliverance from it. This means 
that the object of Christ's coming into 
the world is to save those who are per- 
sisting in transgression and sins. To 
achieve this object He prepared every 
thing for 'salvation, to the extent of lay- 
ing down His life for the sinner, impelled 
by the abundance of His love and 
mercy". 1 

Christianity inculcates in its follo- 
wers the dogma of "original sin". Adam 
and Eve were guilty of disobedience to 
God, and were punished by being expell- 
ed from heaven. Every man is born with 
a soul stained by the original sin. He 
can wipe out this stain by believing in 
Christ aud living a life of asceticism and 



hard discipline. Salvation means the re- 
gaining of the state of bliss which was 
forfeited by man through sin. Man gains 
his salvation not by daring adventure 
and glorious achievement but by self-ab- 
negation and refusal to participate in the 
affairs of the world. The ideal is not 
self-fulfilment but self-renunciation". 2 
Islamic concept of salvation 

The salvation defined above has no 
place in Islam. "In Islam, the emphasis 
is on the positive side of "Salvation". 
Islam demands that man should be orien- 
tated to the future, and should spent his 
efforts to the realisation of new values 
and the attainment of new levels of ex- 
perience. Islam discourages man's pre- 
occupation with the past : instead it fos- 
ters hope in the future. Man's objective 
in this life should not be to regain a 
lost paradise. He is encouraged to create 
a new paradise for himself in whick 
all his capacities may have full scope for 
development. This he can do, not by 
withdrawing from the world and fixing 
his gaze on the past, but by being fully 
alive to the present and by making full 
use of the opportunities that this life 
offers. The purpose of Islam in the orien- 
tation of man to life, is that he may wake 
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up to the immense potentialities inherent 
in him. His "Salvation" lies in discover- 
ing the possibilities open to him, and in 
choosing the one which is likely to prove 
most fruitful. Islam gives its approval to 
the forward-looking attitude and to the 
belief that man can work out his "salva- 
tion" not by annihilating or contradict- 
ing his self but by creating conditions in 
which it can develope to its fullest ex- 
tent". 3 The late Maulana Sadr-ud-Din 
explained : 

''The word salvation is repugnant to 
the Islamic ideology. Salvation means 
to rescue a person who has fallen into ( 
, an abyss. But Islam repudiates the 
notion of original sin. According to 
Islam,, man is the proudest handiwork 
of God, Who has conferred upon him 
the best of shape, and equipped him 
with intellect volition, and conscience, 
in order to guide him aright. There are 
good people among every nation, who 
display character with regard to 
self-sacrifice for their religion, for 
their country, and for their nation. 
That shows that man is not fallen into 
the abyss of sin and therefore does 
not require to be rescued. Islam, on 
the contrary, lays stress on the fructifica- 
tion of the nascent capabilities of, man, 
and such fruition is destined to bring 
happiness to, him. It is a fact known 
to everybody that physical development 

results in happiness, and intellectual 



advancement is accompanied by a much 
higher satisfaction and pleasure. Moral 
development which inspires a person to 
sacrifice everything for the welfare and 
uplift of humanity is a source of the 
greatest happiness and highest satisfac- 
tion. Islam tells us that you will attain 
to blissful state of mind, when you do 
your best to perform your duty to God 
and to man. One should expend one's 
money, attention and sympathy for 
the welfare of God's creatures in 
order to earn everlasting happiness." 4 
Ingredients of salvation 

The Christian concept of salvation 
has four main ingredients, (i) The Ori- 
ginal Sin, (ii) Jesus, son of God, (iii) 
Jesus's death on the cross and (iv) belief 
in Jesus. Disapprove any one ingredient 
and the whole concept will fall like a 
house of cards. We shall briefly refer to 
the first three but the fourth ingredient 
will be dealt with in some detail. 

According to the Church the four 
Gospels were written by Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John. As a matter of fact 
they never wrote a word of these. That 
is why the Gospels are introduced as : 
"According to St. Luke" and "Accord- 
ing to St. John" 5 But for the purpose 
of this study we shall admit that the 
Gospels are authentic and proceed to 
examine the doctrine of salvation on 
the grounds acceptable to the Church 



May 8, 1982 



THE LIGHT 



13 



The Original Sin 

The Church believes that Adam and 
Eve were expelled from heaven for 
their sin and everyone since then is born 
with the inherited sin. It is for this reason 
that a redeemer was required to save 
humanity. The Gospels reject this as a 
fairy tale. There are verses which testify 
to the righteousness and holiness of 
numerous biblical personalities : 

"Truly, I say to you, many prophets 
and righteous men longed to see what 
you see..." 6 "Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven..." 7 
"God created man in his own image" 8 . 
"The Lord had respect unto Abel and 
to his offering". 9 Whereas it is explicitly 
stated in the Gospel that ever since the 
world came into being, the righteous 
people have ever been present in it, the 
Gospel no where says that the whole of 
the human race is sinful by nature." The 
above biblical quotations are enough to 
dismiss the concept of original sin. 
Son of God — a misunderstood metaphor 
Sin, the Christians argue, is a heavy 
debt and to free man from it God sent 
his only son, who by dying on the cross 
paid the price for it. If Jesus was not the 
son of God, as we shall prove, his death 
on the cross becomes meaningless. The 
title 'son 'of God' is designated to a 
number of believers and prophets, clear- 
ly illustrated by the following verses : 



"And thou shall say unto Pharaoh, 
Thus saith the Lord, Israelis my son even 
my first born". 11 "I will be his father, and 
he shall be my son." 12 "Which was the 
son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, 
which was the son of Adam, which was 
the son of God". 13 

It is clear from the above verses that 
the phrase 'son of God' has been used 
as a metaphor, and a figure of speech. It 
is a great error on the part of those who 
held these metaphorical terms to be of 
literal significance ; they build up thcr 
edifice of their belief on a sandy founda- 
tion which is bound to crumbla and 

fall". 14 

Jesus' death on the Cross 

As Jesus was not the son of God in 
its literal sense, his death on the cross 
to redeem man from Sin becomes futile.. 
Even if we accept, for the sake of argu- 
ment, Jesus as the 'son of God' the 
question we are faced with is : Did Jesus 
die on the cross? The Gospel records 
indicate that he did not. "The Gospels 
contain clear testimony showing that 
Jesus Christ escaped death on the cross. 
The following points may be noted.: 
(I) Jesus remained on the cross for a few 
hours only (Mark, 15 : 25 ; John, 19 : 
14) but death by crucifixion was always 
tardy. (2) The two men crucified with Jesus 
were still alive when taken down from 
the cross ; the presumption is that Jesus 
too was alive. (3) The breaking of legs was 
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resorted to in the case of the two crimi- 
nals but dispensed with in the case of Jesus 
(John, 19 : 32-33). (4) The side of Jesus 
being pierced, blood rushed out and this 
was a certain sign of life. (5) Even Pilate 
did not believe that Jesus actually died 
in so short a time (Mark, 15 : 44). 
(6) Jesus was aot buried like the two cri- 
minals, but was given into the charge 
of a wealthy disciple of his, who lavish- 
ed care on him and put him in a spacious 
tomb hewn in the side of a rock (Mark, 

15 : 46), (7) When the tomb was seen on 
the third day, the stone was found to have 
been removed from its mouth (Mark, 

16 : 4). which would not have been the 
case if there had been a super- natural 
rising. (8) Mary, when she saw him, took 
him for a Gardner (John, ^0 : 15), which 
shows that Jesus had disguised himself as a 
gardner. (9) Such disguise wou.d not have 
been needed if Jesus had riseu from the 
dead. (10) It was in the same body of flesh 
that the disciples saw Jesus, and the 
wounds were still there deep enough for 
a man to thrust his hand in (John, 20 : 
25-28). (11) He still felt hunger and ate as 
bis disciples ate (Luke, 24 : 39-43). 
(12) Jesus Christ undertook a journey to 
Galilee with two of bis disciples walking 
side by side with him (Matt. 28 : 10) 
which shows that he was fleeing for 
refuge ; a journey to Galilee was not 
necessary to rise to heaven. (13) \ In 
all post-crucifixion appearances Jesus is 



found hiding himself asif he feared being 
discovered. (14) Jesus Chrjst prayed the 
whole night before his arrest to be saved 
from the accursed death on the cross, 
and he also asked his disciples to pray 
for him ; the prayers of a righteous man 
in distress and affliction are always 
accepted. He seemed to have even re- 
ceived a promise from God to be saved, 
and it was to this promise that he re- 
ferred when he criedout on the cross : 
"My God, my God, why hast Thou forsa- 
ken me?" (Heb. 5:7) It makes the matter 
still more clear," for there it is plainly 
state J that the prayers of .Jesus' were 
accepted : "when he had offered up 
prayers and supplications with strong 
crying and tears unto Him Who was 
able to save him from death or was heard 
in that he feared". 15 The above sequence 
of events do not require any elaborate 
comments to establish that Jesus did 
not die on the cross. Thus the theory 
that Jesus died on the cross to save mau- 
kind from its inherent sin cannot be 
correct. 
Belief in Jesus 

What must we do to be saved — from 
eternal wrath of God Who created us ? 
•'The church has a ready made answer : 
Believe in Jesus Christ and you will 
be saved". We shall now examine this 
on the basis of internal evidenceTrom 
the Gospels. We take it that Gospels 
are as good an authority as any minis- 
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ter in the wofld. The firstthing we find in 
connection with the subject of salvation 
is the fifth chapter of St. Matthew. 
It contains what is commonly known as 
the Sermon on the Mount. It is as fol- 
lows : "Blessed are the poor in spirit ; for 
theirs is the kingdom 1 of Heaven, 16 
"Blessed are the merciful for they 
shall obtain mercy", 17 whether they be 
lieve in Jesus Christ or not? "Blessed are 
the pure in heart for they shall see 
God. Blessed are the peace-makers ; for 
they shall be called the children of God. 
Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness sake ; for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven"." In Matthew 16 : 27, 
Jesus pointedly says to his disciples that 
each will be judged "according to his 
behaviour" which belies the theory of 
salvation put forward by the church 
dignitaries. 

We have quoted from Matthew on 
the subject of salvation. According to 
the church Matthew was well acquainted 
with, Christ, and had been with him 
and his disciples for y^ars. If it was 
necessary to believe anything in order to 
-go to heaven Matthew should have told, 
us. But it seems eirher he forgot it or he 
did not believe it or he never heard of it. 

In Matthew we find that Heaven is 
promised "to (a) the poor in spirit, (b) 
the merciful, (c) the poor in heart, (d) 
the' peace-makers, (e) those who are per-, 
secuted for the righteousness sake, (f) 



those who keep and teach the com- 
mandments, (g) those who forgive men 
that trespass against them, (h) those who 
do the will of God, (i) every man shall 
be rewarded according to his works 
etc. etc. There is not a word about be- 
lieving Jesus Christ as the son of God. 
Therefore, it is clear that according to 
St. Matthew only belief in Jesus Christ is 
not necessary for our salvation. 
Evidence from Mark 

Let us now see what Mark thought 
it necessary for a man to do to save 
his soul. He substantially agrees with 
Matthew that God will be merci- 
ful to the merciul, kind to the kind, 
love to the loving etc. We also 
find these verses in the Last Chapter 
of Mark : "He that believeth and is 
baptised shall be saved but he that 
believeth not shall be damned". 1 * 
This is a clear ■■ interpolation. Our 
reasons are (a) Firstly, not one word 
is said about the belief in Matthew ; 
(b) Secondly, not a word is mentioned 
about the belief in Mark until we come 
to this verse 16 : 16 ;(c) Thirdly; this ac- 
cording to Mark is a part of the last 
conversation of Jesus Christ— just before 



his so-called ascension* 



If ever 



any important thing happened in this 

world, that was it. Matthew relates this 

conversation. 20 Yet he does not say that 

Jesus uttered a word about the belief. 
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Matthew did not hear it and we are told 
that he was an eye-witness, (d) Fourthly, 
chapter 24 of Luke also records the last 
conversation but not one word has been 
recorded about the belief, (e) Fifthly, 
John gives an account of the last con- 
versation in chapter 21 but did not men- 
tion anything about the belief or unbelief, 
nor any word on the subject of damnation. 
He too was an eye-witness. This demon- 
strates that the passage (Mark, 16 : 16) 
is an interpolation. 21 Luke agrees sub- 
stantially with Matthew and Mark : "Be 
ye therefore merciful," 22 "Judge not,' 
ye shall not be judged ; condemn not and 
ye shall not be condemned ; forgive and 
ye shall be forgiven". 2 * "Give and it 
shall be given unto you .... with the 
same measure that you are measuring 
out." 24 In the nineteenth chapter we 
read : "And Zacchaeus stood up and 
said unto the Lord : Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the popr ; 
and if I have taken anything from any 
man by false accusation, I restore him 
fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This 
day salvation has came to this house." 23 
In the above verses there is not a word 
about the belief. 
Evidence from John 

We have seen that Matthew and Luke 
all teach that God will be merciful to 
the merciful, forgiving to the forgiving, 
kind to the kind, loving to the loving, just 
to the just, merciful to the good. But John 



has a different story to tell : "Jesus ans- 
wered and said unto him, Verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God. 26 
Again we read : "Jesus answered, Verily, 
I say unto thee, Except a man be born 
of water and of the spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God". 2 ? Why 
did he not tell this to Matthew, Luke 
and Mark ? They never heard it, as 
Jesus never said that or they never be- 
lieved in it. It is evident that all such 
passages about believing in Jesus Christ, 
drinking his blood and eating his flesh 28 
are — additions by the compilers. 
Road to Salvation 

The ingredients of Christian concept 
of salvation cannot stand the test of 
reason. The "doctrine whereon Jesus 
has laid special stress is that man, reno- 
uncing all his sinful activities through 
remorse and repentance, should become^ 
as pure and clean as an innocent child 
whose very nature abhors sin and cher- 
ishes love for virtue. Jesus even tried to 
carry man much higher than just state 
of innocence, and inculcated that if 
you wish to be perfect, you must 
imbue yourself with Divine attributes. 
This indeed is an ideal teaching, which 
stands in bold contrast 29 to the Chris- 
tian concept of salvation : "Then young 
children were brought to him for him 
to put his hands upon them, and offer 
(Continued on p. 18) 
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News from Guyana 

THE NEW AMEER 

At a special Meeting of the Guyana 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman, members unani- 
mously voiced hearty approval over the 
election of Dr. Saeed Ahmad KLhan as 
Head of the world-wide Islamic Move- 
ment, Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isbaat-i- 
Islam Lahore, Pakistan. The meeting 
pledged the Guyana Jamaat's firm loyal- 
ty to the new Head (Amir) and to the 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsnaat-i-Islam, 
Lahore, Pakistan. We pray his tenure of 
office may be a blessed and dynamic 
one and would lead us ail to great heights 
of success. 

PASSING AWAY OF HAZRAT MAU- 
LANA SADR-UD-DIN f 
The Guyana Ahmadiyya Anjuman sadly 
records the death of Hazrat Ameer 
Maulana Sadr-ud-Dm, Head of the 
world-wide Islamic Movement of Ahma- 
diyya Anjuman Ishaat-i-Islam, Pakistan. 
Hazrat Ameer was elected Head of 
the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement in 
1951, following the death of our beloveu 
Hazrat Maulana Muhammad Ali. The 
late Maulana Sadr-ud-Din was an out- 
standing missionary who faithfully 
served the cause of Islamic propaga- 
tion and defence in Europe, alongside 
our late and revered Hazrat KLhwaja 
Kamal-ud-Din. Among Hazrat Maulana's 
splendid successes, as an Ahmadiyya 



missionary and writer was his monu- 
mental work of translating the Holy 
Quran into the German language. He 
was also the founder of the famous 
Berlin Muslim Mission in Germany of 
which he was the first Imam. He also built 
a beautiful mosque in Berlin in 1923. 
Apart from this, he wrote many books 
and pamphlets all of which contributed 
nobly to the high standard of the vast 
Islamic Literature soulfully produced 
by the Lahore Ahmadiyya Anjuman 
throughout the world. 

The late Hazrat Ameer was the first 
head of the Lahore' Ahmadiyya Move- 
ment in Islam to have visited the Cari- 
bbean and South America. In 1970 he 
made a tour of the entire region and 
was guest of honour at the/ Western 
Hemisphere Ahmadiyya Convention held 
in Suriname. His visit to Guyana 
was a great success, and a joy to alt 
of us who were then present in Guyana. 
He has left with us fond and cherished 
memories, with the finest examples of 
true and dedicated missionary spirit 
inspired by the Founder of the Ahmadiy- 
ya Movement in Islam. 

We pray the peace and blessings of 
Allah upon this most worthy soul 
who was taken up to Allah Almighty on 
Sunday November 15, 1981. May his 
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spirit ever remain with as an inspira- 
tion and light. "From Allah we are, and 
to Him we shall return". 
DEMISE OF AN ARDENT AHMAD! 

Sheikh M. Yusuf, a well-known Ahma- 
di worker and ex- Trustee of the Guyana 
Amadiyya Anjuman Ishaat-i-Islam passed 
away on 3rd November 1981. He was 
one of the oldest pledged members of 
the Anjuman and it is with deep regret 
that we record his demise. 

A fine example of love for and de- 
votion to the Anjuman, Brother Yusuf 
dedicated his life to the work of Islamic 
propagation. He always contributed 
out of his meagre earnings towards the 
Islamic cause. He was quite a live- wire 
in the Movement, ever prodding and 
directing members to work harder for the 
cause of Islam. He was indeed a very 
fine example of sincerity and dedica- 
tion to a cause for which he had un- 
swerving faith, so much so that in the 
end he bequeathed his cherished life 
earnings of over five thousand dollars 
to the Anjuman that it may assist in 
the work he had lived to serve and 
which he wished to serve even after his 
death. May his soul rest in peace. 
— The Islamic Sunrise, Guyana, Jan- 
uary, 1982. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
Rs. 25.00 or £ 4.00 or % 8.00 



THE MYTH OF SALVATION 
(from p. 16) 
prayer but the disciples reprimanded them. 
Jesus, however, said: Let the young chil- 
dren alone, and stop hindering them 
from coming to me, for the kindom of 
heaven belong to such like ones." 30 
He goes on to say : "Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is 
in the heaven is perfect." 31 , 

The above verses clearly contradict 
the Christian concept of salvation and 
teach : That man should strive to 
become innocent and pure like'children 
and that he should imbue himself with 
Divine attributes. That was the highest 
aim of Jesus' ministry. It will therefore be 
the greatest injustice to Jesus to assert 
that he inculcated that man was sinful 
by nature. On the contrary, Jesus never 
believed that man had become rotten 
and impure to such an extent that it 
was impossible to reclaim and reform 
him, and that the only way to save 
and deliver him was that Jesus him- 
self should lay down his life on the 
cursed cross, bearing the burden of the 
sins of humanity". 32 

Notes : 

1. Rev. Israr Jadid, What must I do to 
besaved (Centre for Young Adults) Suisse. 

2. G.A. Parwez, Islam : A challenge 
to Religion, (Lahore 1968) p. 184. 

3. Ibid., pp-184-185. 

4. Sadr-ud-Din, Law of Salvation 
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(a tract published in London). The views 
expressed are based on the following 
Quranic verses 2:5; 19: 72 ; 3 : 31 ; 
89: 29-30; 2: 186 ; 91 : 9; 3 : 135; 39: 
53-54;96:6;2:4 ;4: 123-124 ; 3 : 113; 
3 : 195 ; 16 : 97 ; 90 : 7-8 ; 35 : 10 ; 41 : 
46 ;2 : 62 

5. For detailed discussion the readers 
are referred to Ahmad Deedat : Is the 
Bible God 'sWordl (Islamic Propagation 
Centre, 47/49 Madressa Arcade. Durban 
4001, South Africa) 

6. Matthew, 13 : 17 

7. Ibid., 5: 10-12 

8. Genesis, 1 : 27 

9. Ibid.,4:4 

10. Sadr-ud-Din, Fundamentals of Chris- 
tian Faith in the light of Gospels (Abma- 
diyya Anjuman Ishaat i-lslam, Lahore) 
p. 28. The readers are also referred to 
Luke 1 : 5-6 ; 13-15 which declare that 
Zacharias and his wife and John the 
Baptist were righteous. 

11. Exodus, 4: 23 

12. 2 Samuel, 7 : 14 

13. Luke, 3 : 38 

14. Sadr-ud-Din, supra p. 65 

15. Maulana Muhammad AH, English 
commentary of the Holy Quran, sixth 
edition, Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat-i- 
Islara, Lahore, 1973, p. 231 

16. Matthew, 5 : 3 

17. Ibid., 5:7 

18. Ibid., 5 : 8-10 

19. Mark, 16 : 16 

20. Matt., 28:19 

21. The readers are referred to the 
first chapter of the Acts where is found 
another account of the last conver- 
sation of Jesus but there too nothing is 
mentioned above the said belief. 



(22) Luke, 6 : 36. (23) Luke, 6: 37. (24) 
Luke, 6:38. (25) Luke, 19: 8-9. (26) 
John, 3 : 3. (27) John, 3:5. (28) John, 
6 : 56. (29) Sadr-ud-Din supra p. 45 ; 
(30) Matthew, 19 : 13-14. (31) Matthew, 5 
5 : 48. (32; Sadr-ud-Din supra p. 5. 



JESUS IN THE SCRIPTURES... 
(from p. 6) 
and relevance to the solution of the 
spiritual and secular problems of man- 
kind through the ages. 

Every Muslim should not only believe 
in Prophet Muhammad (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) but also 
in other prophets, of God. Some of 
these prophets are mentioned in the 
Holy Bible while others are not. 10 
Some of them are mentioned in the 
Holy Qur'an v while many others are 
not. It is pertinent to state very strongly 
at this juncture that there are basic 
differences between Muslim belief in 
each of the Prophets whose names are 
in both the Bible and the Qur'an and 
the Christian belief in them. 

Muslims have reverence for the pro-, 
phets of God in general because of 
their selfless character and exemplary 
lives. 11 From the Islamic point of view, 
the prophets wefe known to be faith- 
ful, honest, obedient , to God and kind 
to their fellow-beings. They never dis- 
obeyed God intentionally, and wh,en« 
ever they made mistakes, they hastened , 
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to rectify them and prayed fervently 
for God's pardon. Hence Muslims say 
alayhis-salam (peace be on him) when- 
ever any of them is mentidned. Any- 
thing that goes against these sub-articles 
of faith is not acceptable to Muslims. 12 

The concept of the original sin of 
Adam and Eve which still recoils on 
their offspring is the bedrock on which 
all the doctrines of Cbristianity are 

built. 13 From the Islamic viewpoint, 
■ ■*■ 
however, it is unreasonable to think that 

Adam's and Eve's sin should be trans- 
ferred ' to their descendants. 14 Responsi- 
bility for a sin committed by an indi- 
vidual is non-transferable. 15 Muslims do 
believe that Adam and his wife sinned 
in the Garden of Eden but were subse- 
quently forgiven on earth. 16 There are 
many other examples of the difference 
between the ways Muslims and Chris- 
tians look at the prophets of God. 

The foregoing preamble will enable us 
to have a better understanding of what 
we are reading when we recite the fol- 
lowing Qur'anic. passage : 

"The Apostle (i.e. Muhammad) belie- 
ves in what has been revealed to him 
from his Lord, as do the men of faith : 
each one of them believes in God, His 
angels, His books, and His Apostles ; 
•we make no discrimination (they say) 
between one and another — of His apos- 
tles.'' And they say we hear and obey : 
(we seek) your forgiveness, our Lord, 
and to you is the end of all journeys." 17 

Before we give facts about the person 
of Jesus as contained in the Qur'an, it 
is pertinent to state briefly the Qur'anic 
method of narrating historical events. 



The Glorious Qur'an is resultroriented. 
Unlike the folk- tales we are familiar; with 
in Nigerian and foreign languages, and in 
the Bible, the Qur'an is not verbose in 
its manner of narration. Rather the nar- 
ratives in the Holy Book are terse and 
succinct and the result or lesson is lucidly 
highlighted. 

The Qur'an on Jesus 

Nevertheless, the language in which 
the Qur'anic message is conveyed is live- 
ly and rhetorically articulate. Where 
there is need, another aspect of the story 
may be given more prominence in an- 
other section of the book — but there is 
never a contradiction. 

Now to the crux of the matter. The 
Qur'an gives us important facts about 
the life of Jesus, and these include his 
miraculous birth, his mission, spiritual 
status, mortality (as a human being), 
the Jews' disbelief in him, his miracles, 
divine deliverance from Jews' plot, etc. 
Nothing short of quoting the whole ver- 
ses will do justice to this topic :- 

"Behold ! the angels said : 'O Mary'! 
God gives you glad tidings of a word 
from Him: his name will be Christ Jesus, 
the son of Mary, held in honour in this 
world and the Hereafter and of (the 
company of) those Nearest to God ; he 
shall speak to the people in childhood 
and in maturity. And he shall be (of the 
company) of the righteous'. She said : 
'O my Lord ! how shall I have a son 
when no man has touched me ?' He said: 
'Even so God creates what He wills : 
when He decrees a Plan, He only says 
to it, 'Be', and it is ! 

And God will teach bim the Book 
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and Wisdom, the Law and the Gospel. 

And (appoint him) an apostle to the 
children of Israel, (with this message)' : 
"I have come to you with a sign from 
your Lord. In that I make for you out 
of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, 
and breathe into it, and it becomes a 
bird by God's leave : and I heal those 
born blind, and the lepers, and I quic- 
ken the dead, by God's leave ; and I 
declare to you what you eat and 
what you store in your houses ; surely 
therein is a sign for you if you did be- 
lieve. 

"I have come to you, to attest 
the Law which was before me. And 
to make lawful to you part of what 
was (before) forbidden to you ; I have 
come to you with a sign from your Lord. 
So fear God, and obey me. 

"It is God Who is my Lord ; so wor- 
ship Him. This is a way that is straight". 
When Jesus found unbelief on their part 
he said : "Who will be my helpers to 
(the work of) God." The Disciples said : 
"We are God's helpers : We believe in 
God, and do bear witness that we are 
Muslims. 

"Our Lord, we believe in wh,at 
you have revealed, and we follow the 
Apostle ; so write us down among those 
who bearwitness." 

And (the unbelievers) plotted and plan- 
ned, and God too planned, and the best 
of Planners is God. 



'Beheld', God said : "O Jesus 1 l wilt 
take you and raise you to Myself and 
clear you (of the falsehoods) of those 
who blaspheme ; I will make those who 
follow you superior to those who reject 
faith to the Day of Resurrection: then 
shall you all return unto Me and I will 
judge between you of the matters where- 
in you dispute.". 

"As to those who reject faith, I will 
punish them with terrible agony in 
this world and in the Hereafter, nor 
will they have anyone to help. "As 
to those who believe and do righteous 
deeds, Gjd will pay them (in full) their 
reward ; but God loves not those Who 
do wrong. 

"This is what We rehearse unto you 
of the signs and the message 4 of wisdom." 

"the similitude of Jesus before God 
is like that of Adam ; He created him 
from dust, (and) then said to him : 'Be": 
And he was. 

"The truth (comes) from God alone ; 
so be not of those who doubt. If any- 
one disputes in this matter with you 
now after full knowledge has come to 
you, Say: "Come! let us gather to- 
gether, — our sons and your sons, our 
women and your women, ourselves and 
yourselves : Then let us earnestly pray, 
and invoke the curse of God on those 
who lie!"** 

In addition to the above Qur'anic 
section, we shall read some verses from 
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Chapter 5 of the Holy Book in order to 
get more insight into the Islamic view- 
point as regards the position of Jesus, 
son of Mary. 

It is an act of polytheism to believe 
in the so-cailed doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity or assert that another being 
shares any divine qualities with God or 
that Jesus and his mother Mary are 
anything more than honoured servants 
of God. The Qur'an says : 

"Those who say: *Lo! God is the 
Messiah, son of Mary, have surely dis- 
believed. 

The Messiah (himself) said: "O Children 
of Israel, worship Allah, my Lord and 
your Lord. Lo! anyone who ascribes part- 
ners unto Allah shall be forbidden 
Paradise ; his abode is Fire. For evil- 
doers there will be no helpers.' " 

Those who say: "Lol Allah is the 
third of three" have surely disbelieved, 
when there is no God save the One 
God. If they do not desist from saying 
so, a painful doom will fall on those of 
them who disbelieve. Will they not 
rather turn unto Allah and seek for- 
giveness of Him? For Allah is Forgiving, 
Merciful. 

The Messiah, son of Mary, was no 
other than a messenger, messengers 
(the like "of whom) have passed away 
before him. And his mother was a saint- 
ly woman. And they both used to eat 
(earthly) food. See how We make the 



revelations clear for them, and see how 
they are deluded away from' the truth."* 9 

For further clarification of what we 
have examined, above, let us see another 
section of the Qur'an : 

"The day when God shall gather the 
Apostles, and say, 'What answer were you 
given ?' They say, 'We have no know- 
ledge ; You are the knower of hidden 
things'. Then will God say, *0 Jesus, son 
of Mary, recount My favour to you and 
your mother. 

Behold, I strengthened you with the 
holy spirit so that you did speak to 
people in childhood and in maturity, 
and I taught you the Book and Wisdom, 
the Law and the Gospel, and you make 
out of clay, as it were, the figure of a 
bird by My leave, and you breathed 
into it and it becomes a bird by My 
leave, and you heal those born blind 
and the lepers by My leave. ' 

And behold, you bring forth the 
dead by My leave. And I restrained 
the children of Israel from (violence to) 
you when you showed them the clear 

signs, and the unbelievers among them 
said, 'This is nothing but evident 
magic' And I inspired the disciples to 
have faith in Me and My apostle : They 
said, 'We have faith and do bear wit- 
ness that we bow to God as Muslims." 
Behold ! the disciples said : O Jesus, 
son of Mary ! can your Lord send 
down to us a table set (with food) 
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from heaven ?" He said, 'Fear God 
if you have faith.' They said, 
•We only wish to eat thereof and satisfy 
oyr hearts and to know that you have 
indeed told us the truth, and that we 
ourselves may be witnesses to it.' 

Jesus, the son of Mary, said : 'O God, 
our Lord, send us from heaven a table 
set (with food), for the first and last of 
ns, a solemn festival and a sign from 
You, and provide for our sustenance, 
for You are the best Sustainer.' 

God said: 'I will send it down unto 
you : but if any of you> afterwards re- 
jects faith I will punish him with a pen- 
alty such as I have not inflicted on any- 
one among all peoples. 

And behold ! God will say, "O Jesus, 
son of Mary ! did you tell people, 'Wor- 
ship me and my mother as gods in dero- 
gation of God ?' " He will reply : 
"Glory be to you ! Never could I say 
what I have no right to say. If I had said 
such a thing, You would have known it. 
You know what is in my heart, but I do 
not know what is in Yours ; for you 
know for certain all that is hidden. I 
never told them anything except what 
Ydu ordered me to say, to wit Worship 
God, my Lord and Your Lord ; and I 
was a witness over them as long as I 
was with them. 

But when You made me die, You were 
the Watcher over them, and You are a 
witness to all things. 



If you punish them, they are Your ser- 
vants : If You forgive them, You are the 
Exalted in power, the Wise." 

God will say : "This is a day when the 
truthful will profitfrom their truth: theirs 
are gardens with rivers flowing beneath 
— their eternal home. God is well pleas- 
ed with them and they with Him : that 
is the great Salvation." To God belongs 
the dominions of the heavens and the 
earth, and all that is therein, and it is 
He Who has power over all things. 20 

1. Holy Qur'an 16 : 36. See Abdullah 
Yusuf Ah, The Holy Quran -.Text, 
Translation and. Commentary. (Beirut, 
Dar al- Arabia, 1968) p. 665. 1 have, how- 
ever, modified A. Y. Ali's translation of 

the verse. 

2. Ibid, pp. 227-8 (Qur'an 4: 150-152). 

3. Shaykh Muhammad Nawawi al- 
Shafii, Nur al-Zalam, Sharh Manzumat 
Aqidat al Awwam (Cairo, 1936), p. 21. 

4. Rev. Dr. David J. Fant (zd),Simple 
Helps and Visual Aids to the Understand- 
ing of the Bible (New York: Collins Sons 
and Company Ltd., 1962) p. 12. 

5. Ibid.^p. 14. 

6. Ibid, pp. 18-22. The . writers are 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John the Baptist, 
The Apostle Paul, James, The Apostle 
Peter, The Apostle John and Jude. 

7. See the Qur'an 53 : 1-18. 

8. See Luke 4 : 16 and John 8 : 11. All 
Biblical references are .to Holy Bible, 
Revised Standard Version published by 
William Collins Sons and Company Ltd., 
1971. 
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Islamic Religious Studies for Schools and 
Colleges (Lagos : John West Publications, 
1970) p. 48. 

12. Shaykh Muhammad Nawawi, 

op. cit. pp. 11-12. 

13. Alhaji A.D. Ajijola. The Myth 
of the Cross (Lahore : Islamic Publica- 
tions Ltd., 1975) pp. 31-32. 

14. Ibid. pp. 31-42. 

15. The Holy Qur'an 17 : 15 and 53 : 

38-42. 

16. Ibid., 2 : 37 ; 7 :23 and 20 : 122. 

17. Ibid., 2: 2X5. 

18. Ibid., 3 : 45-61. 

19. Ibid., 5 : 72-75. 

20. Ibid., 5 : 109-120. 

A STANDING MIRACLE... (from p. 4) 
thrown a challenge in the face of its 
opponents to accept in order to prove 
the falsity of its spiritual teachings. 
Let the present-day opponents and 
deniers accept it. 

The Holy Quran has not only thrown 
a standing challenge but it has made a 
standing prophecy in the words that its 



opponents would never be able to accept 
it. This is a great and a universal 
prophecy. Let the deniers of Quranic 
teachings who want to prove the falsity 
of the spiritual truths taught in it, come 
foward to meet its challenge, and thus 
accomplish a two-fold purpose : to meet 
the Quranic challenge for the produc- 
tion of a book or a chapter like it 
and to prove the untruthfulness of the 
Quranic prophecy. Will all the scholars, 
philosophers and wise opponents of 
the Quran combine together to meet this f 
unique and hithertofore un-acceptable 
challenge of the Quran ? — A. B. 

ATTENTION PLEASE 

The fortnightly LIGHT is bringing out 
its special issue on the eve of 74th death 
anniversary of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement in Islam, on 26th May 1982. 
Contributors are requested to. kindly 
send their valuable articles for insertion 
before May 18, 1982. —CHIEF EDITOR 
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